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Cordially invites you to attend and participate in    
our Shavuot-Confirmation Service 

“Darfur: Jews Take a Stand” 

Tuesday Evening 
May 22, 2007 – 6 Sivan 5767 

7:30 PM 

Josh Adler,  son of Ron Adler & Heather Robinson 

Doug Arbetter,  son of Debra Arbetter & Bruce Arbetter 

Tori Bentkover, daughter of Stuart & Nancy Bentkover 

Beatrice Holdstein, daughter of James & Emily Holdstein 

Lilly Slatkin, daughter of Charles & Marcia Slatkin 

 
An Oneg Yom Tov will follow 

Sponsored by the families of the Confirmants 
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RELIGIOUS SERVICES 
MAY 4 

Friday,  7:30 PM - SYNAPLEX  SERVICE  - COMFORT  
                                                                           SHABBAT 
Candles: Debra Brenner 
Aliyah: Linda Freund 
Usher: Leslie Schoffelmeer 
 
MAY 5 
Saturday, 11:30 AM - BAR MITZVAH OF DANIEL BRENNER 
 
MAY 11 
Friday, 7:00 PM - FAMILY SABBATH SERVICE - GRADE 3  
                             PARTICIPATING 
Sermon: “In Praise of Prayers” 
Candles: Candice Ross 
Aliyah: Wendy Wong 
Usher:  Renee Malowitz 
 
MAY 12 
Saturday, 11:30 AM - BAT MITZVAH OF REBECCA ROSS 
 
MAY 18 
Friday, 6:00 PM - TOT SHABBAT (in the school building) 
            7:30 PM - SABBATH SERVICE  - Conversion of  
                                                                      Claudia Russo 
Candles: Alison Oberman 
Aliyah: Alison Oberman 
Usher: Mike Finkle 
 
MAY 19 
Saturday, 11:30 AM - BAR MITZVAH OF JONATHAN  
        OBERMAN 
 
MAY 22 
Tuesday, 7:30 PM - SHAVUOT & CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
      “Darfur: Jews Take a Stand” 
 
MAY 23 
Wednesday, 5:30 PM - SHAVUOT YIZKOR SERVICE - GR. 11 
 
MAY 25 
Friday, 7:30 PM - SABBATH SERVICE  
Sermon: “Compassionate Care” 
Candles: Bob Rose 
Aliyah: Emily Holdstein 

“MY HEART IS FULL” 
 

I write this column to express my extreme gratitude and heart-
felt thanks for all those who labored to make a successful fund-
raiser for Temple Sinai in my honor. From chairing a committee 
to soliciting advertisements, from seeking donations to making 
contributions, from attending the Shabbat service or Saturday 
night dinner to making all the necessary arrangements for those 
events, dozens of congregants gave generously to ensure that 
Temple Sinai meets our fundraising goal for the year. I am most 
thankful to all who gave of themselves in any way. May the 
funds raised inspire us to give more in the future so that Temple 
Sinai can be even more effective in serving our congregants and 
the greater community. I thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart for your generosity. 
 
For over two thirds of my rabbinic career, I have had the privi-
lege of serving Temple Sinai. The relationships that we have 
developed over the years and continue to this day have been 
central to my enjoyment in serving as your spiritual leader.  
Throughout these twenty one years I have been honored to have 
leaders join with me in our common effort to inspire our congre-
gants to gather, study, pray, and act in ways that God, Torah, 
Israel, and social justice will be more central to our lives. Tem-
ple Sinai allows all of us to grow and develop in spiritually 
meaningful ways, with the hope that our enthusiasm and passion 
for Judaism will enable us to become even better human beings.  
  
(continued on page 2) 

 
 

DIVREI HALEV 

WORDS OF THE HEART 

 THE FIRETRUCK IS COMING!  

On May 20, the mini-pumper for which we raised funds this year 
will arrive in Worcester!  Join us at the JCC for an afternoon 
celebration for all generations!   
 
Guest presenters will include: Rabbi Larry Milder, Mayor Connie 
Lukes, Robin Sparr-Rothman and Prozdor Chorus. There will be 
Israeli Dancing, awards for the poster and essay contests, and fun 
activities for all ages.  



NOTES FROM ROBIN 
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B’ruchim Ha-ba-im L’kulam – Welcome to Everyone 
 
Among the many things that make Temple Sinai uniquely wonder-
ful is the way we welcome and seamlessly integrate anyone and 
everyone who wishes to participate in our synagogue family. Just 
how deeply, wholly and unconditionally this characteristic is 
woven into our temple’s cultural fabric should not go unappreci-
ated, however, because it was not so long ago that our present-day 
practices would have been nothing less than scandalous.  
 
The virtual improbability of our survival as a people has left Jews 
with the gift/curse of a strong and enduring tribal streak. Just a few 
decades ago intermarriage was assumed to be the kiss of death to 
Jewish continuity, and intermarried couples rarely found a wel-
come mat outside the synagogue door. And despite the halachic 
prohibition of spotlighting such distinctions, even one who com-
mitted to Judaism by their own choosing was referred to (in hushed 
tones of subtle subordination) as a convert. 
 
With all its historical flaws and fictions, the “ghetto mentality” of 
Jewish tribalism has faded considerably. In its place stands the far 
more positive and enriching practice of diverse and multicultural 
inclusionism, by which we open our arms to enfold all into our 
Jewish community to participate with true equality. 
 
Nearly 30 years ago, Reform Jewish leader Rabbi Alexander 
Moshe Schindler (Zichrono Livrocho) declared a bold and contro-
versial outreach revolution with the words, “We must remove the 
‘not wanted’ signs from our hearts.” Rabbi Schindler went on to 
inspire Reform Jews to own the prophetic mandate of our tradition 
– to draw near all who might otherwise be disenfranchised or mar-
ginalized. These include Jews-by-choice, Jews who intermarry and 
their spouses, the offspring of intermarriages regardless of which 
parent was Jewish, and gay and lesbian Jews – all who might  oth-
erwise be called the “strangers at our gates.”  
 
Rabbi Schindler had the vision to see beyond the “problem” of 
intermarriage to the promise of opening Judaism, as he put it, to 
“those seekers after truth who require a religion which tolerates – 
more than tolerates, encourages – all questions.” Under Rabbi 
Schindler’s visionary leadership, our movement formally adopted a 
bilineal Jewish decent policy, reversing in 1983 the matrilineal 
descent law that had stood firm since the time of the second Tem-
ple. 
 
But even in the modern era of enlightened outreach, our Temple 
Sinai stands out as an exemplary model because there is no equivo-
cation in our practice here, and no ambiguity of attitude in our in-
clusionism. Temple Sinai’s gates stand utterly unbarred, and we are 
not the least bit self-conscious, challenged, or pretentious about it. 
The fact is, colorblind inclusionism is so astonishingly embedded 
in Temple Sinai’s institutional DNA, it is as natural to us as breath-
ing. 
 
In his day, Rabbi Schindler summed up his outreach vision, saying, 
“My dream is to see our Judaism unleashed as a resource for a 
world in need: not as the exclusive inheritance of the few, but as a 
renewable resource for the many.” Much longer ago, Sanhedrin 
Rabbi Yosef Ben Yochanan taught us even more simply in Pirke 
Avot with just six powerful words: "Let your house be wide open.” 
So it is at Temple Sinai, as we openly embrace our ceaseless tradi-
tion of change to constantly sustain the life of our Jewish practice 
and of our Jewish community. 
 
Steve Schuster 
508-868-5892 - steve@rainierco.com 

YOU CAN HELP LEAD A SHABBAT SERVICE  
THIS SUMMER  

 
Lay-led summer services will be held every Friday night at 7:30 pm 
from June 29 to August 31. We invite you to co-lead a service this 
year and enjoy a truly fulfilling and uplifting experience. 
 
Summer Shabbat services are relaxed and inviting. There is no pres-
sure, and no experience is required. We will provide you with guide-
lines (don’t worry, you don’t have to read Torah), a sample service, 
and any other assistance you need. We’ll do everything except stand 
up on the Bimah with you – and we’ll even do that if you ask! 
 
Generally, two or more people lead a service to combine talents and 
share the readings. We’ll pair you with someone, but you can cer-
tainly sign up with your own partners.  
 
Leading a summer service is not as challenging as you might think – 
and more rewarding than you expect. Please give it a try. For infor-
mation and available dates, contact Mike Finkle at 508-854-8202 or 
michaelfinkle@yahoo.com, or contact Rabbi Bernstein at the Temple 
office. 
 
The Worship Committee 
 
DIVREI HALEV 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
 
We are in the midst of the days between Passover and Shavuot.  
As Jews, we see ourselves as being on our way to Mt. Sinai. Sinai 
is there, according to our faith, because we see ourselves in a 
covenantal relationship with God and with one another.  May we 
continue to use these relationships to do what is right and good 
for our Temple and the wider community. 
 
Rabbi Seth L. Bernstein 

For lo the winter has passed, the rains are over and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth, the time of singing has come! 

 Song of Songs 2:11-12 

As I write these words, we are in the midst of a powerful Nor'easter.  
This year it seems hard to believe the winter shall ever pass. Yet, just 
a week ago, this text was chanted by Jews around the world, as part of 
our Passover celebration, and even today, my daffodils are deter-
minedly waving cheerfully on my front lawn. Surely, the rains will be 
over and gone before long, and we will enjoy the appearance of flow-
ers all over New England. The time of singing has, indeed, come!  
The 49 days between Passover, when we left Egypt, and Shavuot, 
when we received the Torah at Mount Sinai, are known as the period 
of counting the Omer. Space limitations preclude a full explanation 
here, however, a modern interpretation of the counting of the omer 
views this time as one of reflecting on and increasing our spiritual 
connections. For more general information, visit myjewishlearn-
ing.com or any Jewish website (I'll feature these in months to come). 
My particular favorite this month provides 49 reasons to go:  http://
countingtheomer.blogspot.com/  I hope you'll make every day "count" 
during this special time, and that you'll join us in celebrating receiving 
Torah with our Confirmands on Shavuot!   

 L'shalom, Robin    
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TODAH RABAH 

Todah Rabah to Lewis Shepard for the donation of 
several items to our school, including a lovely chil-
dren’s Torah scroll. 
 
Todah Rabah to Susan Hildum for providing a deli-
cious dinner for our Music Shabbat musicians, the 
members of Shirm Klezmer.  We also thank Susan 
for singing at Shabbat services on April 20th.  

HaPinah HaYerukah (The Green  
Corner) - What Should Jews Be 
Doing About Global Warming? 
 

“Three things are of equal importance – earth, hu-
mans and rain.”  
 – Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai 
 
“Without earth, there is no rain, and without rain, 
the earth cannot endure, and without either, hu-
mans cannot exist.” 
 – Rabbi Levi ben Hiyyata 
 

“When a group of people are sailing in a boat, 
none of them has a right to bore a hole under his 
own seat.” 
 – Rabbi Israel Meir ha-Kohen 

BOOK CLUB  

The Book Club will meet on Thursday,   
May 10 at Zelda and Paul Schwartz’s home: 
“Intuition,” by Allegra Goodman 
 
June 26 (Tuesday) location to be determined: 
“Ficciones,” by Jorge Luis Borges (English transla-
tion) 
 
All meetings are at 7:30 PM unless otherwise noted. 
Please call Sue or Les Blatt at 508.792.2823 for more 
information. 

YAHRZEITS 

MAY 4 
 Ira Bohrer 
 Celia Blatt 
 Elizabeth Broderick 
*Harold Cotton 
 Sophie Frem 
 Torizo Ise 
 Sarah Kurlansky 
*Leo H. Rudnick 
 Israel Shack 
 Michael Witkin 
*Aaron B. Wolpert 
 
MAY 11 
 Samuel Bretholtz 
*Marion Fishbein 
 Rebecca Grace 
*Annie Guterman 
*Barthold M. Holdstein 
 Max Mintz 
*Leon Sidney Newton 
 Rose Oginsky 
*John Ostrow 
 Irwin Reisler 
 
MAY 18 
 Loretta Adler 
 Dr. Albert L. Axel 
 Evelyn Baker 
 Sidney Closter 
*Anne Dickman 
 Donald Grossman 
 Herman Lowe 
 Everett Morris 
 Maxwell W. Orland 
 Ronald Ross 
 Marilyn S. Shull 
*Morris Silverman 
 Lillian Uretsky 
 Rosalind Zinman 
 
MAY 25 
*Esther Korman Ascher-
man 
 Albert Bartman 
*Milton Cotton 
 Maurice S. Englander 
 Fannie Goldsmith 
 General Mickey Marcus 
 Bella Sigel 
 William E. Stern 
*Abraham L. Sternfeld 
 Catherine Wilson 

 
  
 

 
      

  
 
 
 

FROM OUR RABBINIC INTERN 
JOSH BREINDEL 

 
A single year doesn’t seem long enough to hold all 
that I’ve shared with Temple Sinai! 
 
When I first arrived at the temple, I was struck by 
the genuine warmth that greeted Stephanie and 
me. That experience of support and appreciation set 
the tone for my time with the community. Whether 
laughing with Sinai High over mottos for Jewish 
education, sharing insights and personal convictions 
in our Adult Education sessions or singing and shar-
ing stories from the bimah, you’ve encouraged me 
on every level in my growth as a rabbinic presence.  
 
There are far too many people for me to thank by 
name in this short space. But I extend my deepest 
thanks to people at every level of involvement in the 
community, including the staff, lay leadership, and 
congregants (especially students!) who have helped 
me to recognize my own strengths while encourag-
ing me to develop new skills. I’ve felt accepted as a 
true part of the community and am deeply grateful 
for your trust in me as a rabbinic intern. 
 
The Talmud teaches that, when saying farewell to a 
friend, one should say, “lech l’shalom,” (“may you 
go for the sake of peace”) so that the parting may 
lead to strength and an eventual reunion (Mo'ed Ka-
tan 29a).  Lech l’shalom – may our parting lead us 
to appreciate our blessings, increase our willingness 
to share them with others, and bring our paths to-
gether in time to come.  I look forward to seeing you 
again! 
 
Josh Breindel 
  

 
 

 
MAY 4 , 2007 

 
We gather to celebrate a Peaceful Shabbat – truly 
a Shabbat Shalom! 
 
◊ 5:15 - 6:00 Shabbat Yoga - a gentle combina-

tion of yoga & Shabbat contemplation. 
◊ 5:15 - 6:00 Art for kids (making God's Eyes) 
◊ 6:10 - 7:00 Potluck dinner 
◊ 7:00 - 7:30 Sharing of Shabbat Memories 
◊ 7:30 Candlelight Shabbat Service including 

guided meditation 

MA’OT CHITIM 
 
Our 7th grade Ma’ot Chitim (Passover) project was a 
HUGE success this year! The recipients were over-
whelmed by how beautiful the baskets and handmade 
cards were. 
 
Thank you to all of you who participated in this one 
terrific MITZVAH! 

          SAVE THE DATE! 

    ANNUAL MEETING OF  
   TEMPLE SINAI 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 - 7:30 PM 
IN THE SOCIAL HALL 

(meeting for Temple Sinai members only) 



ADULT EDUCATION IN MAY 

Pirke’ Avot, Ethics of the Ancestors: Tuesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 
29 -   9:15 AM - Rabbi’s study 
  
Adult B’not Mitzvah Class: Tuesdays, May 1, 15, 29 - 7:30 PM. 
Led by Rabbi Bernstein 
 
Midrash - Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16, 30 - 1:45 PM at the JHC, 
led by Rabbi Bernstein. 
 
“Torah Study - Reform, Conservative & Orthodox Compari-
sons” Saturdays, May 5, 12, 19, 26  - 9:00 AM - Rabbi’s Study. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
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BIBLICAL GARDEN FUND 
Doug & Linda Freund, in memory of Bessie Krauss 
Nancy & Bruce Dumart, in memory of Birdie Neckes 
Nancy & Bruce Dumart, in memory of Harry Neckes 
 
CANTOR’S FUND 
Arthur & Glenda Wolpert, in memory of Ann Lewis 
Arthur & Joan Pearlmutter, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Susan Hildum 
Arthur & Glenda Wolpert, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Gary & Barbara Englander, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Jeff & Otti Levine, in appreciation of Robin Sparr Rothman 
 
GENERAL FUND 
Sue & Jim Patrick, in memory of Joan Brenner Sachs 
Bennett & Jane Weintraub, in honor of Julius & Elaine Palley’s 60th  
anniversary 
Gates Lane School PTO, in memory of Dr. Louis Forman 
Carol Seager, in memory of Leonard Semon 
Florence Lowe, in memory of Olga Lowe 
Nina & Alan Stoll 
IN MEMORY OF CELIA KAPLAN 
Anthony & Esta Sobey  David Jaffee 
Marjorie & Eric Berg  Betty Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. William Knowlton Anna Granquist 
Robert & Dorothy Fleischner  John Polanik 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hochberg  Sean Tetrault 
Eugene, Susan & Alex Polanik Marilyn Wolpert 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Gold  Ruth Ravelson 
Mr. & Mrs. Salvadore Polizzzi The Hurwitz Family 
Maxine & Sam Goldberg  Miriam & Zane Katz 
TelAmerica Media Inc.  Blossom Zabarsky 
Robert & Shooshan Tutunjian Pam & Alan Sigel 
Hal & Judy Schneider  Jean & Francis Turcotte 
Ronda, Alan, Michael & Jonathan Godin 
Jim Vinick, Michael Vinick & Beth Vinick Hazashin 
 
LIBRARY FUND 
Bob & Jane Lavine, in memory of Ces Sallen’s sister Alice 
Bette Miles, in memory of Arnold Goodwin 
Bette Miles, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Bette Miles, in memory of Adeline Stern 
Bette Miles, in memory of Harry & Evelyn Zarrow 
Bette Miles, in honor of Gary & Barbara Englander 
Bob & Jane Lavine, in memory of Barbara Senderoff’s mother 
 
MAOT CHITIM 
In appreciation of the 7th grade class: 
Augusta Kressler 
Eleanor Witkes 
 
MARION SACK GARDEN FUND 
Fran & Abe Sack, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Fran & Abe Sack, in appreciation of the 7th grade students 
Marlene & George Kittredge, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
 
PRAYERBOOK FUND 
William & Marjorie Feinberg ,in memory of Celia Caplan 
 
RABBI’S FUND 
Florence Lowe, in memory of Bernice Shapiro 
Florence Lowe, in memory of Anne Noar 
Elaine &Julius Palley, sending get well wishes to Natalie Palley 
Elaine &Julius Palley, in honor of the engagement of Emily Sanders 
Martha Grace & Nason Hurowitz, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
Marilyn Wolpert, in memory of Aaron B. Wolpert 
Joe, Candace, Ben & Alex Casey, in honor of Julius & Elaine Palleys 60th 
anniversary 
 

 
 

MAZZAL TOV 

Mazzal Tov to the following students who will be called to the To-
rah during the month of May: Daniel Brenner, son of Daeg & 
Debra Brenner, on May 5; Rebecca Ross, daughter of  Michael & 
Candice Ross, on May 12; Jonathan Oberman, son of Laurence & 
Alison Oberman, on May 19. 

Mazzal Tov to Zelda Schwartz on receiving the Robert Stoddard 
Alumni Award for Outstanding Community Service from Bancroft 
School on May 19, 2007. 

Mazzal Tov to Julia Levin & Steve Rothschild. Steve & Julia were 
married at Temple Sinai on April 14. 

Mazzal Tov to Alison, Laurence & Jonathan Oberman, who be-
came naturalized citizens of the United States on April 5th at a 
swearing-in ceremony at Boston’s Faneuil Hall. 

TOT SHABBAT AT TEMPLE SINAI 
Friday, May 18th - 6:00 PM 

In the Religious School Building 
 

We look forward to having you join our 
Tot Shabbat Program with Cantorial Soloist 

Robin Sparr Rothman 

A pot luck dinner will follow at 6:45 
Questions, please call Becky Pins at 508.829.8295 

Next Tot Shabbat will be held on  
Saturday, June 16, at 11 AM 

 

RABBI’S FUND (continued) 
The Oberman Family, in memory of Boris Michael Oberman 
Elaine & Jeff Shack, in memory of Celia Kaplan 
The Oberman Family, in honor of the marriage of Julia & Steve Roths-
child 
Joan & Arthur Pearlmutter, in memory of Estelle Melzak 
Billy & Noreen Simon, in memory of John R. Cullan 
John Burwick 
Hyman Shapiro, in memory  of Bernice Shapiro 
Linda & Howard Stern, in honor of the birth of Hannah Rubin 
Jane & Jerry Freed. in memory of Morris D. Becker 
 
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
Michelle & Donald Drury, in memory of Judith & Richard Zatkin 
 
FUND TO REPLACE TREE 
Grade 6 & 7 tzedakah 
Grade 2 tzedakah 



FROM THE  
RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  DIRECTOR 
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Can it be possible that we have only three weeks of Religious 
School left?  The year has flown by!!! The teachers and students are 
all busy finishing their courses and getting ready for summer. We 
are also beginning to think about next year. 
  
In June, you will be billed for next year’s Religious School classes. 
IF YOUR CHILD IS REGISTERED FOR SCHOOL THIS 
YEAR, YOU WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE ENROLLED, 
AND BILLED, FOR THE 2007/2008 SCHOOL YEAR.  If you 
have a child who is not yet enrolled, please call the office for a 
registration form. 
  
Watch your mail in June. Progress Reports, school calendars and 
other pertinent information will be sent to you. If you have a child 
who will be attending Sinai High, you will hear from Robin in June. 
 . 
 Our Passover Celebration for grades 3-7 was a lot of fun! Thank 
you to Leslie Schoffelmeer for making ALL of the Charoset, which 
was DELICIOUS! And to Leslie, Lynne Burke and Renee Malowitz 
for helping out that afternoon!  
 
On Friday, May 11, the third graders will lead services for the 
very first time at 7:00, preceded by a family dinner at 6:00. 
  
We are looking forward to celebrating the arrival of the mini-
pumper fire truck for Afula on Sunday, May 20 at the JCC in 
Worcester. Please watch for more details. I am proud to say that the 
students at Temple Sinai raised the most money towards this effort! 
  
This has been a wonderful year due to our fabulous teachers: Gloria 
Aisenberg, Rabbi Bernstein, Coppi Eder, Bobbi Field, Harriet Rob-
bins, Barbara Rossman, Robin Milazewski, Tali Mugg, Kim Solod-
Jette, Robin Sparr-Rothman, Phyllis Spool,  Linda Stern. I know 
how hard everyone worked to make our school so successful! Also, 
our student Rabbi, Josh Breindel was an integral part of our Sinai 
High and Family Education programs this year. He will certainly be 
missed! And of course, our young emissaries, Ron Marom and Tal 
Baron were a delight!! 
  
I am so appreciative of Barbara Orrell Smith and Guy Orrell for 
monitoring  the traffic for so many years on Saturday mornings! I 
want to thank Lynne Burke for helping out, as needed, on Wednes-
day afternoons, all year; to Alison Oberman for picking up Challah 
every week and to Naomi Halpern for being our snack coordinator.  
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our smiling stu-
dent aides: Allison Hubbard, Gabrielle Jette, Alyssa Kotin, Hannah 
Michlmayr, Connor Richmond, Rachel Rosen and  Greg Wong. 
 
Wendy Davis Wong 
Religious School Director 

CHINUCH NOTES ON EDUCATION 

Grades K, 1 & 2   Saturday, May 5, 12, 19       9 - 12 noon 

Grades 3 - 7   Saturday, May 5, 12, 19       9 - 12 noon 
    Wednesdays, May 2, 9, 16       3:45 - 5:40  

Grades 8, 9 (Sinai High)  Monday, - May 7 Class Meeting - “Anti-Semitism”    6:30 - 8:00 PM 
    Monday, - May 21 Class Meeting - “Being a Friend”    6:30 - 8:00 PM 

Confirmation    Mondays, May 7, 14, 21                                                              6:45 PM  

Reminder:  
The last day of Religious School is May 19.   

Have a wonderful summer.  

PRESS RELEASE: TEENS AND CHILDREN INVITED TO 
SHARE WRITING ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST ON LINE 
 
In honor of Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, April 
15, D. Dina Friedman, author of “Escaping Into the Night”, has 
started a blog for children and teens who wish to share their writ-
ing about the Holocaust. Friedman is seeking finished poems, 
prose and stories by children and  teens in grades 4 - 12. 
 
“I got the idea for the blog when visiting a group of middle school 
students at Temple Sinai in Worcester, MA, said Friedman. “I was 
asked to give a writing workshop as part of my presentation, and I 
realized while many students write to express their reactions to 
Holocaust history and literature, there aren't many venues for them 
to share their work.”  
 
The site currently features a beautifully crafted poem by 8th grader 
Greg Wong, called “Sestina”. A sestina consist of six, six-line 
stanzas in which the same six words end each line in all the stan-
zas. 
 
The blog site can be accessed from the “Holocaust Writings” menu 
at http://www.ddinafriedman.com, and then posting a comment. 
The blog will be moderated to assure that comments are construc-
tive and appropriate. 
 
For more information, contact www.ddinafriedman.com  

A Blog is Born 
From A Writing Workshop Hosted at Temple Sinai 

 
In March, Temple Sinai Religious School invited author Dina 
Friedman to host a Writer’s Workshop for students in grades 6 - 9. 
She read from her book, Escaping Into the Night, talked about 
working at her craft and answered student’s questions. Then she 
provided an opportunity for students to write a short piece and 
share their writing with a small group of peers. The session ended 
with Gregory Wong sharing a poem he had written for school on 
the Holocaust. Listening to Greg’s poem prompted Dina to start the 
blog that is described below. Please read how our religious school 
is making news, and consider asking a student in your life to share 
some writing on this site. 
 
Diana Malkin 
Co-chair, Religious School Committee 
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Bemidbar 
9 -  Torah Study 
9 - Religious School 
11:30 Bar Mitzvah 
of Jonathan Ober-
man 

Behar-Behukotai 

9 - Torah Study 
9 -  Religious School 
11:30 - Bat Mitzvah 
of Rebecca Ross 

                                              1                       2      3                4                           5                        

7:30 Synaplex Ser-
vice  
Torah: Leviticus 
21:1-24:23 
Haftarah: Ezekiel 
44:15-31 

MAY 2007MAY 2007MAY 2007MAY 2007    
    Sunday          Monday            Tuesday         Wednesday          Thursday          Friday  Saturday  

ARTICLES FOR THE JUNE BULLETIN MUST  BE IN THE OFFICE BY MAY 15TH  
__________________________________________________________________________________________________              
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Naso 
 
9 -  Torah Study 
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7:30  Sabbath Ser-
vice  
Torah: Numbers 
4:21-7:89 
Haftarah: Judges 
13:2-25 
 

6:45 Confirma-
tion Class 
 
8:00 Board 
meeting 

6:30 Sinai High 
6:45 Confirma-
tion Class 

 

 

9:15 Pirke Avot 
6:30 Worship 
Committee 
7:30 Adult B’not 
Mitzvah 

9:15 Pirke Avot 
 
7:15 Religious 
School Comm. 
 

9:15 Pirke 
Avot 
 
7:30 Adult 
B’not Mitzvah 

9:15 Pirke Avot 
7:30 Shavuot & 
Confirmation 
Service 
 

9:15 Pirke Avot 
 
7:30 Adult 
B’not Mitzvah 
 

1:45 Midrash at 
JHC 
3:45 Rel. School 
5:45 Sinai Singers 
7:30 Adult Choir 

1:45 Midrash at 
JHC 
3:45 Rel. School 
5:45 Sinai Singers 
7:30 Adult Choir 

5:30 Shavuot 
Yizkor Service -  
Grade 11 
OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 

 
1:45 Midrash at 
JHC 
7:30 Adult Choir 
Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Emor 

9 -  Torah Study 
9 - Religious School 
11:30 Bar Mitzvah 
of Daniel Brenner 

 
MEMORIAL 
DAY - OFFICE 
CLOSED 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1:45 Midrash at 
JHC 
3:45 Rel. School 
5:45 Sinai Singers 
7:30 Adult Choir 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 6:00 Tot Shabbat 
6:45 Tot Shabbat 
dinner 
7:30 Sabbath Service  
Torah: Numbers 1:1-
4:20 
Haftarah: Hosea 2:1-
22 

                 6                      7                  8                         9                     10                      11                    12  

6:00 Grade 3 Family 
Dinner 
7:00 Family Service -  
Grade 3 
Torah: Leviticus 25:1-
27:34 
Haftarah: Jeremiah  
16:19-17:14 

 

 

. 
6:30 Sinai High 
6:45 Confirma-
tion Class 
 


