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RELIGIOUS SERVICES DIVREI HALEV
DECEMBER 7
Friday, 7:30 PM - HANUKKAH SABBATH SERVICE WORDS OF THE HEART

Sinai Singers Participating
Sermon: “Your Answers to Hanukkah Questions”
Usher: Sandy Sotak
Aliyah: Bill & Noreen Simon
Candles: Maile Jones
Torah Reader: Rabbi Bernstein

DECEMBER 14

Friday, 7:00 PM - FAMILY SABBATH SERVICE - GRADE 5
PARTICIPATING

Sermon: “Feeling Challenged as a Jew”

Usher: Lynne Burke

Aliyah: Stewart Elias

Candles: Heidi Elias

Torah Reader: Robin Sparr-Rothman

DECEMBER 15
Saturday, 11:00 - TOT SHABBAT

DECEMBER 21

Friday, 7:00 PM - SABBATH SERVICE - 50TH ANNIVERARY
CELEBRATION

Sermon: “How the New Prayerbook Affects Synagogue Life”

Usher: Mike Finkle

Aliyah: Marie Anne Bloom

Candles: Sue Blatt

Torah Reader: Natalie Palley

DECEMBER 28

Friday, 7;30 PM - SABBATH SERVICE

Sermon: “Introducing Mishkan Tefilah - Beginning Prayers”
Usher: Ronna Cuker

Aliyah: Sandy Sotak

Torah Reader: Gary Englander

SAVE THE DATE!

Friday, December 7- Hanukkah Family Dinner

and Service
starting at 6:00 PM (see page 3 for details)

Mark your calendar for our next
Synaplex event:
January 18, 2008

9“'“aplex Shabba’

OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE OUR WORLD
LESS VIOLENT

Soon we will celebrate Hanukkah. It is the only Jewish holiday
based on a battle.

The Maccabean struggle resulted in the rise of the Hasmonean era,
the last time Jews were able to rule themselves until the founding
of the State of Israel. We will light our Hanukkah menorah, spin
our dreidels, eat our latkes, and pray that our world becomes less
violent and more peaceful. Not only can we pray, but we should
act, to make the world less violent.

During the High Holy Days, I spoke of the recent city-wide effort
to make Worcester less violent. In November, I participated in the
first of several trainings of police officers and clergy, based on a
model from Ft. Worth, Texas, to help reduce violence in our area.

Our congregant and clinical psychologist, Dr. Evan Graber, for
years has championed an effort throughout our city to help us re-
duce male violence by challenging our notions of what it means to
be male. The vast majority of violent acts in this country are com-
mitted by males. Evan will introduce and lead a discussion based
on an outstanding film documentary, “Tough Guise,” at Temple
Sinai on two separate occasions. Strong, athletic and well known
males offer testimonials hoping to challenge some of our impor-
tant myths and misconceptions of what it means and what it takes
to be male. Too much violence is done by males in our society and
this program is an excellent vehicle to begin a discussion that can
lead to action to help reduce violent acts in our area.

Please join us for a brunch, discussion, and viewing of the docu-
mentary on Sunday morning, January 27, 2008, at 10:00 a.m.
We deliberately set this date as it is the week before the Super
Bowl, a time when we might consider taking a moment to reflect
on a different model of what it means to be male. All members of
Temple Sinai are invited to attend. Also, on Monday evening, Feb-
ruary 25, students and their parents in grades 7-10 will be invited
to a pizza dinner and discussion of “Tough Guise” with Evan
Graber.

The prophet Jeremiah proclaimed, “Peace, peace and there is no
peace.” May our actions and efforts result in less violence and
more peace not only during this holiday season, but in the years
ahead. May you and your loved ones enjoy this festive time in the
best of health.

Rabbi Seth L. Bernstein



“They will make Me a sanctuary, and I will dwell among them.”

Thanks to the enduring excellence of our Religious School, Temple
Sinai students know the 25" day of Kislev is the first day of Chanu-
kah, marking the Maccabees’ liberation and rededication of the
Temple in Jerusalem in 165 BCE.

However, Midrash (Shemot Rabba) teaches that the 25" of Kislev
first became an important date on the Jewish calendar more than
twelve centuries before the “Miracle of Chanukah.” It was on that
day in 1312 BCE that Moses and the Israelites, meticulously follow-
ing the detailed set of instructions issued on Mount Sinai, completed
the mishkan — the tabernacle.

The mishkan of the young Jewish Nation was the first sanctuary
designed specifically to house the Shechina — the Divine Presence.
The blueprint for the Biblical mishkan is said to have been dictated
to Moses by Adonai. But it was human talent, wisdom, strength, and
creative intent that wove the design ideas into tangible, multifaceted
realities. Building the mishkan, according to Torah, required the
active participation of every member of the Israelite community
who volunteered “willingly from their heart.” Each person’s contri-
bution was needed, and each person’s involvement was different.
But when the mishkan was completed, it held not only the Shechina
of Adonai, but it also integrated distinct elements from each person
in the Israelite community.

The ancient mishkan (from the Hebrew word for “dwelling”) de-
scribed in the Torah is long gone. But throughout Jewish history the
mishkan has remained the model of how we create a house in which
to gather together as a spiritual community. King David obsessed
over the mishkan specifications in his explicit construction orders to
Solomon, whose master builders completed the first Temple in Jeru-
salem in about 960 BCE. And over the last two thousand years,
synagogue construction has consistently followed the original mish-
kan blueprints as a model. Like Temple Sinai’s sanctuary, virtually
every synagogue has at its front an ark containing the Torah scrolls,
a menorah, a constantly burning ner tamid, and a large elevated bi-
mah.

The specifications for the mishkan’s outer covering called for goats
hair — ordinary material that made the tabernacle’s external appear-
ance as simple as a Bedouin tent. But inside were exquisitely em-
broidered curtains of finely-woven white linen, coupled together
with blue loops joined by gold clasps. Gold framework sparkled in
lamplight. The allegorical contrasts remind us that the Divine Spirit
that dwells inside each of us — our inner spiritual beauty — holds
infinitely more significance than the outer shell displayed to the
world. And from the perspective of our own synagogue, I can only
return to one of my favorite quotes from a Temple Sinai founder, “a
synagogue is not about the building it’s housed in, but what the peo-
ple make it to be.”

As we look back on 50 years of Temple Sinai’s history, we can see
that our faith community is a metaphorical mishkan in progress.
Together, multiple generations of those who volunteer “willingly
from their heart,” have made this synagogue a mishkan — truly a
dwelling for our practice of Judaism. So many have given so much,
and so many continue to give.

As we kindle the first lights of Chanukah, let us also pause to com-
memorate the anniversary of the mishkan. The rich celebration of
our synagogue’s Jubilee anniversary stands as a reminder of how the
combined work of a community can result in a spiritual dwelling
that is home to us all.

Steve Schuster - 508-868-5892 - steve @rainierco.com

NOTES FROM ROBIN

“There’s no comparison between what’s lost by not trying and
what’s lost by not succeeding.” -Francis Bacon

I’m writing today in the midst of Thanksgiving preparations, and
am feeling particularly grateful to all who’ve made these last few
weeks so very rewarding! We enjoyed the talented composer,
Linda Hirschhorn, as our recent Artist-in-Residence, and I wish to
express my sincerest thanks to Linda, and to all who donated their
time, talents, funds and energy to making it a wonderful and educa-
tional weekend for everyone who participated.

A giant Todah Rabah:

To Sue and Les Blatt for providing home hospitality for Linda

To Bobbie Chase for getting the word out in print and on the air-
waves

To Steve Schuster for the beautiful flyer

To Bruce Wahle for his work with the website, for the color cop-
ies, and for improving on my feeble layout efforts

To Marcy Ostrow and all who contributed to the oneg

To the Music Committee members for their support: Sue and Les
Blatt, Bobbie and Nick Chase, Susan Hildum, Jeff Levine, and
Wendy Waegell

To the dedicated members of the Evelyn Zarrow Choir, and all
who studied with Linda, sang at Friday services and/or the Sunday
concert: Les and Sue Blatt, Steve Bizel, Linda Freund, Eva Fried-
ner, Lani Friedman, Susan Hildum, Tom Hill, Maile Jones, Debi
Lang, Jennifer Lish, Marcy Ostrow, Yael and Gila Rothman,
Sandy Sotak, Mark Scharf, Noreen Simon, Wendy Waegell, and
Marilyn Wolpert

To our amazing staff: Randy, June, Wendy and Seth, 1 absolutely
could not have pulled it off without your support!

I am also deeply grateful to the members of our Friday Nite Live
band. This group has blossomed into a phenomenal band, truly
enriching our worship experience at these spirited services!
Thanks to Eric Eid-Reiner, Rob Halpern, Rick Kessel, Becky
Pins, Eugene Rothman, and Steve Schuster — you all rock!

Wishing you and your family a light-filled and joyous Hanukkah!
L'shalom,

Robin Sparr-Rothman
508.755.2519 x4

DON’T MISS THE NEXT FRIDAY NITE LIVE
SERVICE ON JANUARY 4 AT 7:30!

SEND US YOUR COMMENTS ABOUT
WORSHIP SERVICES

Do you have any thoughts about Temple Sinai's worship services
that you would like to share? We are always interested in hearing
from congregants about Shabbat, High Holy Days, and other wor-
ship services. Please email Mike Finkle from the Worship Com-
mittee at michaelfinkle @yahoo.com.
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YAHRZEITS

DECEMBER 7
*Myron Berman
Deborah Boisvert
Joseph Casey
*Pauline Cowen
Barbara Cullan

F. Robert Drury
*Sara Finkel

Harris Glick

Sonia Grossman
Paul Gubb

Harry Katzen
Theresa Krasowsky
Akira Kuramata
Lillian Metzger
Arthur Palley
*Pauline Schlachter

DECEMBER 14
Sadie Ackerman
Bertha Bohrer
Elaine Caplan
Maurice Gersh

*Bernard Grolman
Kenneth Jacobson
Sara Mosler

*Alice F. Newton
Leon Oginsky

DECEMBER 21
Blanche Becker
Judith D. Benharris
Sam Bentkover

*Harry Cobin
Abraham Cohen

*Lillian C. Dopkeen
Ray Glazier
Margaret Katzen
Aaron Krock

*John Daniel Kuppen-

heimer

*Fannie Mazur
Jacob B. Shairman

*Seymour Shephard
Samuel Louis Tapper

DECEMBER 28
*Hy Abrahamson
Nathan Bretholtz
Abe Leviton
*Ruth B. Marmorek
*Bruno Rechnitzer
*Steven Rothschild
David Shwachman
Esther Sirk
Richard Steven Solomon
Henry Turco

MAZZAL TOV

Mazzal Tov to Mike & Jill Finkle, on the birth of
their daughter Samantha Marie Finkle. Samantha
was born on October 20, and welcomed home by
big brother Alex.

Mazzal Tov to Audrey & Phil Shack,on the birth of
their great granddaughter, Emma Isabelle on Oct.
29. Emma is the daughter of Amanda & Mark
Roth.

Family Hanukkah Dinner
and Service

Friday, December 7 - 5:45 PM

$8 per person - $35 Maximum per family
Children under 3 free

All Temple members
are encouraged to come!

RSVP no later than December 3 to
Leslie Schoffelmeer - 508 829-7089
Ischoffelmeer@charter.net

Please let Leslie know if you can
bring a dessert

Family Hanukkah service will begin at
7:00 PM

Bring your menorah

TOT SHABBAT

Saturday, December 15th will be our next
Family Tot Shabbat at Ilam in the Temple
Sanctuary. We begin with an art project fol-
lowed by a singing, dancing service geared to
preschoolers through 1% Graders. Cantorial So-
loist Robin Sparr-Rothman leads the service at
11:20 am, and then at noon we share a pot luck
lunch. All are welcome to join and enjoy, Si-
nai members and non-members as well. For
more information call 508-755-2519, email
singerjelt@yahoo.com,or visit
www.templesinaiworcester.org.

Thank you so much for a terrific start with
many new families and past participants.
Looking forward to another fun morning.

Next Tot Shabbat —January 12, at 11:00 AM

A LETTER FROM FRIENDS OF ISRAEL
FIREFIGHTERS

To all the wonderful kids who were part of this
amazing campaign,

On behalf of Friends of Israel Firefighters and my-
self, I would like to express my most sincere appre-
ciation and thanks for the wonderful contribution
you have made to the Fire & Rescue Services of
Israel. Your generosity, support and friendship are
truly outstanding.

The full amount has been raised for a Compact Fire
Truck and you should be proud of your contribution
to reaching this goal.

As you know, the Fire & Rescue Services of Israel
provide a vital service, saving and protecting life
and property. They provide first response to terror
attacks, hazardous materials incidents, serious car
accidents and fires. Providing them with the tools
they need to meet increasing challenges is of great
importance, and your major donation of a Compact
Fire Truck will help the firefighters of Afula to
guard the safety and security of all residents of the
area.

Sincerely,
Doron Kadmiel, Director

ADULT EDUCATION IN
DECEMBER

Pirke’ Avot, Ethics of the Ancestors: Tuesdays, De-
cember 4, 11, 18 - 9:15 AM - Rabbi’s study

Midrash - Wednesdays, December 5, 12, 19, 26 -
1:45 PM at the JHC, led by Rabbi Bernstein.

“Torah Study - Aviva Zornberg on Genesis”: Satur-
days, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 - 9:00 AM - Rabbi’s
Study.

“Modern Hebrew” - Saturdays, December 1, 8, 15,
22,29 - 10:00 AM - Rabbi’s Study

Talmud Study - “Mining the Riches of Talmud’:
Saturday, December 1, 8 - 10:00 AM , with Rabbinic
Intern, Randy Kafka.

Torah Study for Novices - Saturday, December 1, 8 -
11:00 AM , with Rabbinic Intern, Randy Kafka.

SHRINK YOUR TAXES-GROW

YOUR TEMPLE
If you are thinking of selling stock that has grown in
value, please consider donating it to the Endowment
Fund instead. Not only would you avoid paying capital
gains tax, but also the full present market value quali-
fies as a tax-deductible charitable contribution. A sub-
stantial portion of the Fund's income helps to support
the Temple and to keep dues reasonable.
The Endowment is growing but is not yet large enough
to meet our needs. Of course contributions of any kind
are welcome, but if you own appreciated securities and
want more information, contact Jerry Freed (978-838-
0414).
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CONTRIBUTIONS

CANTOR’S FUND
Glenda & Arthur Wolpert, in memory of Louis A. Wolpert
Glenda & Arthur Wolpert, in memory of Rae Michael

GENERAL FUND
Claudia & Les Ross, in memory of David Ross
Jo Caplan, in memory of Elliott Kunin

LIBRARY FUND

Alan Lavine & Family, in memory of James Luddy
David Lavine & Family, in memory of James Luddy
Bob & Jane Lavine, in memory of James Luddy

RABBI’S FUND

Emily & James Holdstein, in memory of Edward DeCastro Williams
Florence Lowe, in memory of Morris Jonas

The Halpern Family, in honor of Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah

Herbert Rothschild, in memory of Janice Rothschild

Burton, Carole, Stefani & Max Orland and Cyrus Topol, in memory
of Gail Levine Topol

Deb & Mark Shear, in memory of Rae Michael

Jason Ross, in memory of Lucille Ross

Rosa & Alexander Sokolovsky, in memory of Lilya Shelest

Wayne & Ann Mack, in honor of the wedding of Stacey Beberman &
Matthew Fisher

Linda Klein, in memory of George Klein

Rob & Naomi Halpern, in honor of Jacob’s Bar Mitzvah

Anne & Wayne Mack, in memory of George Turow

................................ -
les;
1%
o JUBILEE , CALLING ALL SINAI ARTISTS
& .o
%‘egg 50"‘0 Create a work of art in honor of Temple Sinai’s

50" year Jubilee celebration.

We would like all art-work presented on 12 x 18 size paper or
poster board. It can be a painting, drawing,
collage or any other type of art.

Please remember to put your first and last name

on the front of your art-work. Artists always sign

their work. All art-work must be given to Wendy
Wong no later than Friday, December 7.

These works of art will be on exhibit in the
social hall with an opening reception on
Friday, December 21st.

Please join us for services and celebratory oneg.

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS COLLECTION

During the month of January, the Adult B'not Mitzvah class will be
collecting personal care items for women and children (i.e. sham-
poos and conditioners, lotions, sanitary products, deodorant, baby
wipes, no-tears shampoo, etc.). Please drop your items off in the
baskets which will be placed in the foyers of the Sanctuary and the
Religious School. These personal care items will be donated to a
local women's shelter. Thank you.

For the 11th Year
The Temple Sinai Community
Will Host the Interfaith Hospitality Network.

The Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) was created in response to
the growing need to provide shelter, meals, assistance, and compas-
sion to families without homes. Founded in 1986, the program now
includes over thirty networks and over thirty thousand volunteers
nationwide.

From Sunday, December 16th — Sunday, December 23rd our
Religious School building will become a temporary home for three
to five families. This is the eleventh year that Temple Sinai has par-
ticipated in this program. For those of you who have volunteered in
the past, you know what a wonderful experience it is! For those of
you who have never participated, we want you to have a turn. You
won’t be disappointed.
There are lots of ways that you can help.

Set-up and break-down (1-2 hours each day)

On December 15 at 12:00 pm and on December 23 in the morning.
Transform our Religious School into a “home away from home”
and back.

Dinner Preparation and/or Evening Hosts:

We need as many as 14 people (or families) willing to spend an eve-
ning and/or cook dinner. Dine and socialize with our guests -

a great experience for the entire family.

Prepare dinner or donate breakfast items, lunch food or snacks.
Overnight Hosts:

Bunk up with a family member or friend for an IHN overnight.
We need 2 people per night to stay at the Temple.
Perishable Food Items:

We need people to shop for, or donate, perishable food items every
other day.

Contact Wendy Waegell at 508 867-9642 or waegelw @charter.net
or Debi Lang at 508 756-0996 or halang5@juno.com
to be an IHN volunteer at Temple Sinai!.

MASTER SINGERS OF WORCESTER
TO PERFORM JUDAS MACCABEAUS

On Sunday, December 2 at 3:00 PM at Temple Emanuel, the Master
Singers of Worcester will present the first Worcester performance in many
years of George Frederick Handel's epic work about the Maccabean struggle,
Judas Maccabeaus.

During the composer!s lifetime, this dramatic oratorio was second in popular-
ity only to Messiah. Recounting in music the liberation of Judea from the
persecution of the Syrians, Handel's vivid score has many splendid choruses,
and brilliant writing for soloists and full orchestra.

The Master Singers will be joined by the Master Singers Youth Chorus and
Shrewsbury Youth Singers, and by guest artists baritone Solomon Cross,
mezzo-soprano D!'Anna Fortunato, tenor Daniel Mutlu (Cantor at Temple
Emanuel), and soprano Marina Shemesh (Cantor at Congregation Beth Is-
rael).

A pre-concert lecture "What is The Real Story of Chanukah?" will be pre-
sented by Temple Emanuel Rabbi Jordan Millstein at 2:00 PM. There is no
additional charge to attend the lecture.

Tickets are available in advance from Debi Lang, Wendy Waegell or Steve
Bizel. Tickets are $25 general admission and $20 for students and seniors.
Discounts for groups of ten or more are also available. Call Master Singers of

Worcester at 508-842-1349 for more information. .
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CHINUCH NOTES ON EDUCATION

Grades K, 1 & 2 Saturdays, December 1, 8, 15 9 - 12 noon
Grades 3 -7 Saturdays, December 1, 8, 15 9 - 12 noon
Wednesdays, December 5. 12 3:45 - 5:40 PM
Grades 8, 9 (Sinai High) Saturday, December 1 - Teen Media Presentation 10:00 AM
Monday, - December 3 - Class Meeting 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Monday, - December 17 - Class Meeting 6:30 - 8:00 PM
Confirmation Mondays, December 3, 10 6:45 PM

Wevrs Fromn Tihe 74 Crade

Our 7th grade Hebrew Class has gotten off to an exciting start. Be-
coming B’nai Mitzvah is an important components to our students’
lives, and in our Hebrew class we are endeavoring to give our stu-
dents the self confidence to lead the congregation in worship. Our
study of the prayers and comprehension of the Torah portions are
the major thrust in our Hebrew studies giving the students the op-
portunity to attain their goals.

Gloria Aisenberg, 7th Grade Hebrew Teacher

On October 27" the entire 7" grade, along with several parents, our
emissaries and Mrs. Sotak went to the New England Holocaust Me-
morial in Boston. It was a rainy, cold day but we all decided after-
wards that although the weather was less than perfect for a field trip
the gloom and dreariness felt appropriate for the subject of the me-
morial. Discussions followed about new knowledge gained, the
emotional impact of the memorial and how the architecture of the
memorial gave deeper meaning to the Holocaust experience.

A sampling of observations:

“It’s hard to believe that so many people died” “The glass of the
six towers represented the ‘fragilness’ of the Jewish people during
the Holocaust.” “When you were inside each glass tower you had a
feeling of being trapped”- “but by looking through the glass with all
the numbers etched on the glass it was as if people from the concen-
tration camps were looking out.” “The flickering embers were the
souls of the people who died.” “The smoke rising from the grates
reminded me of the burning of bodies in the crematorium and me-
morial (yahrzeit) candles.” A great deal of discussion followed the
following Saturday and we talked a lot about the Niemoeller poem
“First they came...”

We were very fortunate to have the emissaries, Chen and Iris, to add
their own comments. Each tower had a plaque with the name of an
extermination camp and Chen and Iris spoke about their memories
of a recent trip they had taken to these camps. They also shared in-
formation about how Israeli students learn about the Shoah.

Many thanks to Chen, Iris, Steve Schuster, Bob Berman, Dan Jette,
Harry Hubbard and Naomi Halpern for joining us. All parents are
invited to join us anytime throughout the year in our class discus-

sions!

Mrs. Sotak and the 7" grade class
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A " FROM THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL DIRECTOR

It is hard to believe that winter is right around the corner. Please
see the School Cancellation Policy (bottom of page). We are ex-
amining the way we communicate with you regarding cancella-
tions and will have further information shortly.

On Saturday, December 1, Grades 7, 8 & 9 and their parents will
participate in a multi-media presentation, “Unwritten”, on teen
issues, in the Social Hall. This program is presented by Motiva-
tional Media Assemblies. We are grateful to the Weininger Family
for underwriting this program.

All of the students will participate in a Hanukkah Celebration on
Saturday, December 8. Thank you to Bobbi Field, our family
educator, and to Renee Malowitz for planning and participating in
this event!

The fifth graders will lead services on Friday, December 14 at
7:00, preceded by a class dinner at 6:00.

We will once again be turning the school building into a home for
families December 16-23. The school will again be collecting non-
perishable food items to be used.

Thank you to Lynne Burke, Harry Hubbard, Jackie Eagle, Jodi
Rome and Allison Oberman for preparing snack and monitoring
traffic. Thank you to Joan-Beth Gow and Naomi Halpern for coor-
dinating the 7™ grade class dinner.

Reminder: No Religious School on December 19, 22, 26 and 29
and January 2. Happy Hanukkah! Have a safe and relaxing vaca-
tion. See you on January 5, 2008!

Thank you to everyone who shopped at our Holiday
Shopping Day to support the Religious School.

CANCELLATIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Unfortunately, the winter weather brings many concerns about
whether or not religious school or programs here at Temple Sinai
will be cancelled. Every effort is made to contact religious school
families in the event of a school cancellation. In addition to having
the announcement on the radio, we have a “mail box” to alert peo-
ple to any cancellations, changes etc. You can call the Temple at
508 755-2519 and choose option “8” after the greeting to hear any
cancellations.

We will make a decision regarding school closing by 1:30 on
Wednesdays and 7:30 on Saturdays. Please listen to WTAG (580
AM) or WSRS (96 FM) for that information, or call the Tem-
ple. On Wednesdays, when the Worcester Public Schools are closed,
or if there is an early release in Worcester or the Wachusett School
District, we will not have school.




DECEMBER 2007
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. JHC vice - Synagogue 9 Torah Study
No Religious 50th 10 Modern Hebrew
School ggrgg Genesis 47:28- | No Religious School
Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-
12
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23 24 1:45 Midrash at 7:30 Sabbath Shemot
JHC Service 9 Torah Study
No Religious Torah: Exodus 1:1- | 10 Modern Hebrew
School Z‘jm i f;z_jgf"ah' No Religious
) : School
28:13;29:22-23
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ARTICLES FOR THE JANUARY BULLETIN MUST BE IN THE OFFICE BY DECEMBER 10TH!
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